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myself to Lord Chatham, or to any other branch of Op
position. Honestly I would rather lose the Crown I
now wear than bear the ignominy of possessing it under
their shackles. I might write volumes if I would state
the feelings of my mind ; but I have honestly, fairly, and
affectionately told you me whole of my mind, and what
I will never depart from. Should Lord Chatham wish
to see me before he gives an answer, I shall most certainly
refuse it.. I have had enough of personal negotiation;
and neither my dignity nor my feelings will ever let me
again submit to it.

Men of less principle and honesty than I pretend to
may look on public measures and opinions as a game. I
always act from conviction; but I am shocked at the
base arts all these men have used, therefore cannot go
toward them: if they come to your assistance, I will
accept them.

You have now full power to act, but I do not expect
Lord Chatham and his crew will come to your assist-
ance ; but if they do not, I trust the rest of the arrange-
ment will greatly strengthen, and will give efficacy to,
administration.

Thurlow as Chancellor, Yorke as Secretary of State,
will be efficient men. Numbers we have already. Lord
Dartmouth as Steward, and Lord Weymouth as Privy
Seal, will please them both. I am certain Lord Wey-
mouth's conduct on the last vacancy of the Seals gives
him a right to this change, if agreeable to him.

March 16. 1778.

Yotr can want no further explanation of the language
held to Mr. Eden the last evening. It is (so) totally
contrary to the only ground on which I could have ac-
cepted the service of that perfidious man, that I need not
enter on it. Lord Chatham as dictator, as planning a
new administration, I appeal to my letters of yesterday
if I did not clearly speak out upon. If Lord Chatham
agrees to support your administration, or, if you like the
expressions better, the " fundamentals of the present ad-
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